WILTSHIRE COUNTY AMATEUR SWIMMING ASSOCIATION

President: Mr. D Wookey
Swimming Officials Committee
Minutes of the zoom meeting held on Wednesday 12th December 2022.
Present: D Jones, A Ryczanowski, A Brown, R Moorhouse, Mrs D Lee, D Hall, Mrs M Trevithick, G French, R Hart.
Apologies:  Mrs. M Greenan, Mrs S Yeoman, D Wookey, P Robbins.

539.  
Mr A Ryczanowski was elected as chairman

540. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8th December 2021 were agreed after a typing error was amended in 528. 
541.
Matters arising

533. Mr Robbins reported that 20 hours now needed on poolside before moving to next level from J1 to J2 & J2 to J2S, J2S to referee now needs 10 hours as J2S + 50 hours at any level. He also reported that as well as para-swimmers classification needed on program the referees need a list of each swimmers’ exception codes.
542. 
Championships

Mrs Trevithick reported that early volunteering by officials meant that some sessions were closed, but there were many late drop outs, for a variety of reasons, meaning lots of last-minute coercing was needed.
For next year we have 36 officials volunteered for 218 sessions, so, so far so good.  The details have been put on the website.

Mr Ryczanowski outlined the new guidelines from Swim England regarding dress code for officials: 

L4/Unlicensed – no dress code

L3 Dress to show a professional image

L1/L2 as directed by promoter
The wearing of white trousers was discussed and we decided that black trousers may be preferable. It was felt that it was too late to implement this for the 2023 Championships, but that we should give officials the option to wear black trousers/shorts. This will be further discussed at the next meeting.

The meeting felt that it was up to the lead referee to decide how many referees should be used, depending on the number of volunteers.

543.
Technical Director

The document from Mr Robbins was fully discussed. The region appoints a Technical director but they do not have Meet Manager. This was full discussed and it was felt that due to the strong team we have in place that it was not necessary to appoint a Technical Director.  This was proposed by Mr A Brown passed.
544.
Regional Issues/Examinations


Mr Ryczanowski read out a report from Mr Robbins.

Training Commencements / Passes since 1.11.21 ~
Commencements J1  23, J2  11, J2S  1.
Passes J1  17, J2  8,  J2S  7
No referee candidates but 2 expected for 2023 
FINA Rules not yet finalised , should have been done by now, likely  that due to  timescales all County Championships will be run with current rules with new rules to be implemented by British Swimming on 1st March. Region have 12 zoom meetings booked to provide update on rules for officials , meetings to start as soon as British Swimming allow. All provisional at present to be confirmed.
No Regional para competition next year at present as we are combining with South East and it is their turn to hold event. Region is proposing 3 seminars 2 counties at each one for those needing para update and those attending for 1st time.

He also made us aware of a What’s App message from Mrs J Beard:

At the recent Winter Championships, the referees were briefed on what is perceived to be the biggest error on DQ slips. It surrounds the issue of more than one fly kick in the underwater phase of Breaststroke. If it is performed in the underwater phase of the start/turn it should be reported as Fina rule 7.1. Fina rule 7.5 should only be used if it happens after the underwater phase.
It was felt that in general Wiltshire are quite clear on this issue.

Swim England have decided that is no longer a requirement for J1 candidates to have 3 hours poolside experience at L1/L2 meets but must do this post qualification

545.
Swim Meet software


Now being widely used across the county saving clubs in excess of £400. The Treasurer needs to be reminded to renew the license in January.

546.
County Teams


The appointment of officials was deferred to the next meeting.

547.
AOB


Mr Ryczanowski suggested the formation of a Wilts Officials What’s App Group. It was felt that this was a good idea. He agreed to investigate. He also made us aware of a request from Swindon Dolphins regarding and Iranian refugee. He represented Iran at the recent Olympics.  They wished to know if he would be able to swim in the County championships. He has failed to meet the 60-day membership requirement so would only be able to do time trials. Mrs Lee and Mr French will consider this at the next Event Team meeting.

Mr Brown suggested that in future feedback from the Championships should be made available.


Mr French expressed his concern regarding H&S checklist we use at galas.  This is still dated 2012.  This needs to be updated regularly. Mr French and Mrs Lee have agreed to look at this issue, write a risk assessment for the County Championships at Salisbury which will encompass all county events. and bring their suggestions to the next meeting.

548
Date of next zoom meeting: 13th March 2023 at 8pm.

Meeting closed at 9.21pm
