PRESS RELEASE

REGIONAL SKILLS SUCCESS

12.02.11

Divers from across the South West converged on Trowbridge Sports Centre this weekend for this year’s Regional Skills Competition, the qualifier for National Skills Finals. 21 of the 36 competitors, accompanied by Coach Sally Freeman, a former Olympic and Commonwealth Platform diver, travelled from Plymouth with a full compliment of supporters. The packed spectators gallery watched the divers perform a total of 12 dives in a circuit format.

The Group E (7/8yrs) events were dominated by Plymouth Diving. In the Group D (9/10yrs) Girls West Wiltshire’s Ria Oliver had an unlucky failed dive but, despite missing the bronze medal placing, she still exceeded the national recommended standard to qualify for National Skills by 25 pts. The Group C (12/13yrs), always a fiercely competed age group, saw local divers Sophie Sutton, Sophie Cook, Maddie Hackett and Alexia Williams pushed out of medal contention but all qualified comfortably for National Skills.  West Wiltshire’s Eve MacCallum took gold with confident performances on poolside, 1m and 3 metre stations, scoring 8/10 from judges on a number of occasions. In the Boys’ C event Tom Rutter denied Plymouth a clean medal sweep, coming 3rd more than 14pts ahead of the 4th placed diver.

West Wiltshire took all the honours in the Group B+  events, performing 6 dives on both the 1m and 3m springboards. Charlotte Cullum, on superb form, first placed in the girls’ event, 28.35 pts ahead of Emma Hill 2nd and Emily Martin 3rd.  A clearly delighted Jordan Edwards took gold, his highest scoring dive an inward 1 ½ somersault with tuck from the 1m earning him 45 pts towards a total score of 413.15pts. Luke Oliver also gave a strong performance to take silver.  

“ In the past this event has been held in Plymouth, it really has been fantastic to return their hospitality and host a regional competition in Wiltshire”, said Melanie Sweetman, ASA SW Region Diving Development Manager. Julia Airlie, President of the ASA South West Region and Wilts County ASA Secretary made the presentations, “It is great to see divers from our 2 county diving clubs, West Wiltshire and Highworth Pheonix, competing at a regional event in our County”, she said.
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