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SHEFFIELD SILVER FOR JORDAN

West Wiltshire Diving Club’s Jordan Edwards earned a well-deserved silver medal at this year’s National Skills Finals. Jordan (14), no stranger to Sheffield’s Ponds Forge because of his swimming achievements, performed 12 dives from the 1m and 3m springboards to beat 16 other divers in the Boys B+(14/16yrs) event. He was in the lead for the first 10 rounds but was denied gold by a Beaumont Diving Academy diver in a reversal of last year’s rankings when West Wilts took first and Beaumont second. Jordan’s highest scoring dive was an inward 1½ somersaults in a tucked position. Teammate Luke Oliver came a creditable sixth, his 5th round dive scoring 7.5pts from all judges.

West Wilts fielded 12 divers, their largest ever squad to attend National Skills with some achieving personal bests at the event. Luke’s sister Ria ranked 20 out of 28 in the Girls D (10yrs) Group exceeding her qualifying score by nearly 10 points.

The Girls Group C (12/13yrs) had the most entries from the club with 5 divers in a field of 54. The club’s highest scoring diver was Eve MacCallum (12) in 30th place scoring 8s in her 5th and 6th round dives. Sophie Cook, Sophie Sutton and Alexia Williams ranked 39th, 40th and 42nd respectively, whilst Maddie Hackett was pushed down the rankings as a result of a back dive error where she clipped the board; fortunately no serious injury resulted. Tom Rutter was the club’s only Group C Boy diver finishing 19th more than 13 pts ahead of the 20th placed diver. 

The club was well represented in the Girls Group B+ event with Charlotte Cullum, at her first National Skills Final placed 6th, whilst Emily Martin, diving the event for the 5th consecutive year was delighted with 11th, particularly as she was 7 places ahead of Reading’s Darcy Tyrell, a long time rival on the dive circuit. Emma Hill, like Jordan, more used to swimming than diving at the venue, after a promising start on the 3m, finished in 20th place. 

“ The coaching team are absolutely delighted for Jordan, he has worked so hard ”, said Melanie Sweetman, Head Coach, “ It’s a real achievement for our divers to compete at this level, the younger divers can build on their success next year and the B+ divers are now moving up to Age Group Competitions. We are very proud of them.”
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