PRESS RELEASE

NATIONAL AGE GROUP BRONZE FOR FINN

8/9/10 JULY 2011

West Wiltshire Diving Club’s Finn Aubrey brought home a bronze medal from this year’s British Gas National Age Group Championships in Sheffield. Finn (14) together with friend and team mate, Oscar Lippiatt, also 14, qualified for the event earlier this year, the first time the club has had divers competing at this level.

The boys’ campaign started on the Friday morning with the Group B (14/16yrs) Platform event. Both performed 6 dives from the 5m Platform in a field including divers with experience of diving from Platforms up to 10m in height. Oscar was denied medal success, ranked 4th, despite nailing his forward 2 ½ somersault in a tucked position, which delivered 51.60pts towards a total of 215.40pts. Finn, whose score was helped by a proficiently performed forward 1 ½ somersault with one twist scoring 45.10pts, just 1.25pts behind came 4th. Both came in ahead of Plymouth and City of Bradford Divers.

Saturday’s 3m springboard event presented more challenges for the divers. Oscar performed consistently throughout the 7 rounds but again missed out on medal success by just 0.4pts. After a good start Finn struggled to climb back up the rankings after a disappointing 5th round dive finishing in 12th place.

There was more drama to come in the last event of the weekend, the 1m springboard, Oscar started with tremendous form leading for the first 2 of the seven rounds, he was then second placed until the last round, whilst Finn moved up to 4th place. Oscar’s last dive received low scores dropping him to 5th place and allowed Finn to take bronze; a nerve racking finale for parents on pool side. “A fantastic achievement. Finn’s steady nerves won him the bronze and deservedly so”, said Dawn Lippiatt, Club Chair. 
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