PRESS RELEASE

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!

29.01.11

On the same weekend as British Diving’s’ elite battled for supremacy at this year’s National Cup in Southend on Sea, Wiltshire divers faced their own challenges at Wilts County ASA’s County Championship and Age Group Competition at Trowbridge Sports Centre. Home team West Wiltshire Diving Club claimed all the County titles and all but one of the Age Group gold medals.

The evening started with the Age Groups, an event postponed December due to poor weather conditions. Each diver performed 5 dives, 3 from the 1m and 2 from the 3m springboards with limited degrees of difficulty; a real test of the quality of basic diving skills. In the Girls’ 9/10 yrs category Ria Oliver scored 125.95pts, just her first success of the evening. In the Girls’ 11/13, Highworth Pheonix DC’s Katherine Swann took the top spot with a score of 124.50pts, ultimately denying Alexia Williams a bronze medal despite her consistent performance. West Wiltshire’s Sophie Cook took silver with teammate Maddie Hackett being awarded Bronze. In the Boys’ competition Jordan Edwards was first, Luke Oliver 2nd and Thomas Rutter 3rd a clean sweep for the home team. West Wiltshire’s Emily Martin claimed first place in the Girls’ 14/16yrs, whilst, not for the first time, Finn Aubrey and Oscar continued friendly but fierce rivalry, on this occasion Finn taking the top spot.

The main events of the evening were the Junior and Senior 1m, 3m and 5m Platform events. Ria Oliver, was placed first in both the Junior and Senior 1m competitions, at 9 years old surely the youngest ever Wiltshire Champion. Emily Martin was awarded Silver with Sophie Cook in 3rd in. As expected the Boys’ 1m Junior and Senior competitions provided real excitement, Oscar’s first round score of 50.60pts for 1 ½ inward somersaults with tuck gave him the lead throughout. Finn Aubrey took silver and Luke Oliver bronze. The Boys’ 3m competitions featuring dives combining somersaults and twists from both Finn and Oscar saw a repeat of the earlier placings. The Girls’ 3m events were no less dramatic in the junior event Sophie Cook secured gold with 11.35pts less than 2pts ahead of Emily Martin in second place and Maddie Hackett 3rd. Sophie and Emily were similarly placed in the senior event.

A select group competed the 5m platform events, Emily turning the tables on Sophie to take gold in the junior event with Sophie 2nd and scoring 24.70pts in her 4th round dive to win gold in the senior event. In the Boy’s’ events Oscar, clearly on form, nailed his final dive a forward 2 ½ somersaults with tuck to secure 52.8pts and the senior in addition to the junior title. Finn came 2nd in both whilst Jordan Edwards made a confident comeback, with no judge scoring below 6 for his dives, to take the bronze awards.

“ I am very impressed with the performances of our County divers.” said Rob Hart, Wilts County ASA’s President who made presentations during the evening. “The raw scores (before tariff) are very encouraging for all and show that many dived to a high standard”, commented Melanie Sweetman, West Wiltshire’s Head Coach and Wilts ASA County Diving Secretary.
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